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Lightning™—The Hot New Radio Controllea 
Racer From Monogram 


Introducing Lightning” the slick RC off-road dune buggy 
that roars over gravel, dirt, pavement, grass and more at 
scale speeds exceeding 150 mph! You'll experience 
the daredevil thrill of high speed driving with your own 
dual stick radio transmitter. Wipe outs, spins, rolls, and 
crashes are all part of the fun as the rugged Lightning 
just bounces back and races on. You can build this 
powertul 1/10 scale speedster in less than an hour, 
whereas comparably performing radio controlled cars 
are far more complicated to assemble. Take a spin with 
Lightning. It’s high speed radio controlled 

adventure from Monogram. 


. Silver Lightning 


Te See 


Transmitter 


Lightning is a trademark of Monogram Models, Inc. © 1985. Monogram Models, Inc, All Rights Reserved. 


"Tye Aad Angel, blew Wie Prumeet, t star shot from We sky, Flaming 
Br ogee a tea 
-- REVELATIONS , 8:10. 


ETRING WAS 
EATING THE ERS. 


a 


IT SEEMED “MED UNFAIR, BUT THEN, IT 
HAO TO HARPEN IN. GOMEBODY'S 


OW MAIN STREET, 

CUTLASSES SPARKED 

AGAINST ANTI- RAD ARMOR 
AS THE WORLD ENDED. 
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(WV BACK AILLEXS FULLED WITH FIRELIGHT AV? PANDEMONIUM , THE LEATHER-SKINNED PREDATORS 
OF 7110 ERAS BATTED ANNICST JHE STENE/ OF GARBAGE AND GASOLINE AN? ROASTING LIZARD MEAT. 


THU 
ve } | THUH- THAT'S 
rT — 5 i ; ; nell lear” ALL, FOLKS 


THERE WERE 
NOT WORES 


~~ 


ffrerrome | 
: vt 


a. 


ALAM AS NEY, COX, YOU 
DEVELOPIN' A SENSE 0’ MLMMOR, 


VC un-Lun-LiKe wo? 


We 


BENJAMIN, YOUR JOB IS 
TO KEEP CONTACT WITH SISTER 
AYINE - (MARIE \N LOVOON, |N 
CASE SHE FINDS JUD/77. 


FRANK, 00/22 BE NEEDED ON THE CAST LEG, 
SO YOU GO BACK TO 2.4. AND WAIT FOR A 
COUPLE OF DAYS. GIVE CHERYL A BIG KISS 


OUR 
f@ ( TRANSPORT SHOULD 
BE ARRIVING ANY 
(MOMENT. 


IN A9CT; YOU SEE 
AG THING THAT LOOKS UKE 
A STAR, RIGHT UP THERE? 


CONTINUED ON 3 82 PAGE FOLLOWING. 


| Ligh ing The Hot New Radio Controllee 


| Introducing Lightning” the slick RC off-road dune buggy _ 
__ that roars over gravel, dirt, pavement, grass and more at 
: led speeds exceeding 150 mph! You'll experience 
the laredevil thrill of high speed driving with your own 
dual stick radio transmitter Wipe outs, spins, rolls, and 
ashes are ail part of the fun as the rugged Lightning 
bounces back and races on. You can build this 
ee ul 1/10 scale speedster in less than an hour, 
whereas comparably performing radio controlled cars 


__are lar more complicated to assemble. Take a spin with 


Lighining. Its high speed radio Sorted 
1 Monogram. 


Lightning 


” THERE 1G... WHITE MOMENT... THAT RABS THE 
SOLID EARTH... PRON UNDER IN) FEEL. LUE A 
MAGICIANS TABLECLOTH... 


+ se ES 


”.. AND THEN SCINETHING BIG... WITHOUT HANDS 
we PICKS NE UP. SHUFFLING ME... /KE A DECK 


DF. ™ 
SS fe 


CW 


THE MATERIAL 
WORLD WILL BE 
SAVED, BUT THERE'S 
MORE TO Z/E THAN 
THE MATERIAL 


THIS PLACE LASTING 
LONG WITHOUT 
HIM, SOMEHOW. 


A WHOLE SERIES OF 
DING. | PARALLEL CV/VERGES, 
| must BE BY Te Ge. PARALLEL FARTHS..- a 
I MUST BE... BY THE SIRE... = steel é 
. OF MY WIFE. -- 3) SOMETHING'S EATING 
ITS WAY 7HROLGH THEM, 


LIKE A MAGGOT MUNCHING 
THE WORLD? THE 


te Ps THROUGH A STACK OF 
WORLD ISN'T ENDING. oe ; , 


THE REMAINING WORLDS 
ARE BEING SORT OF FOLDED 
TOGETHER, MAKING THEM 


IT'LL WORK. 
A LOT OF PEOPLE 
A WILL FINISH UP 
A EAD, BUT IT'U 
WORK. 


li 


TCT 


A GOLCEN MAN... STANOS 

ABNE JHE (NIUTTTUCE,.. AO 

EXPLAING.... WHAT CONSTANTIVE... 

HAS ALREADY TOLD ME... 

CONCERNING THE MERGING... OF 
THE EAI 


A CREATURE, . NACE OF COLD FOG,,, 
OLARES,,, AND DRIFFE AGIDE,,, 7? 


eee a 
SS . 


7 FERAL CHUL... 


[CONTINUED ONS 58 PAGE FOLLOWING. | 


JINGLES TO CHILDREN 
540 Nepperhan Ave., Suite 200T 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10701 


YES, please ask Santa to write to the 
following children on my ouiunes 


(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 


Name 

Address 

City State___ Zip. 
Child's approx. age 


Name 


“FREE SURPRISE ) ate 
TH _ BE) conrauici po 


Name 

Address _. 

City State. 
Child's approx. age 


For each letter, enclose $2.00 which 
includes postage, handling and sales 
tax. This includes 1 free surprise to 
each child. 


My Name 
Address 
City 


Zip. 


State____ Zip. 


i 
| 
1 
1 
I 
1 
i 
I 
1 
! 
1 
| 
L 


Appear regularly in the new DC Heroes role playing adventure series. 
1® 


Look for: 
SEIGE COUNTDOWN TO ARMAGEDDON 


BLOOD FEUD THE DOOMSDAY PROGRAM ie 
WHEEL OF DESTRUCTION THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF APOKOLIPS 
BATMAN SOURCEBOOK WILDCARD 


™ indicates Trademark of DC Comics inc. All character names, renditions, associated slogans, and indicia are 
Trademarks of DC.Comics Inc. Copyright © 1985 DC Comics Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


i: ~ 
ie WE ARE ALL A 
ante? = PART OF IT... 
Y ALTHOUGH, LIKE 
YOU, MY ACTIVE 
ROLE WILL COME 
LATER, NHEN THE 
CLAMOR OF DYING BEYOND TELLING... LEARNING 
Be TRETHS.:: THAT HAVE LEFT 
ME...NONE THE HAAMER. 


MOST PAINFUL TO 


21 AND IT IS 
THE ACART \S THAT THE STRENGTH OF 
WHICH MAKES THE SPIRIT THAT WILL BE 


NEEDED WHEN THE 


DURING THE EXORGEM 
IN VEWCASICE LAST 
INTER. 7} 


AP. THE KIDDIE . 

DED AND I WAS IN 

A LoOWY BIN FORA NOW, IF YOU'LL 

FEW WEEKS, BUT EXCUSE US, T HAVE 
TO TAKE OUR MUTUAL 
FRIEND HERE TO SEE 
THE MAN IN CHARGE. 

SEE YOU LATER, 


UH, THIS IS ALEX 
LUTHOR, HE'S RUNNING 
THE SHOW SINCE THE 

IS 


MR. CONSTANTINE HAS 7240 ME OF THE = 
EFFECT THAT THE CRISKS WILL HAVE 

UPON THE SPIRITUAL DIMENSIONS 
Shed EARTH. 


AH YES, THE SOUTH CULTS....? ONE-YEAR-OLD 
AMERICAN c/Z7 THAT YOU MEN. .2 te 1S, peng 0968 


MENTIONED.. - WHY... DESTRUCTION... 
APréeT ie THE 1 MATEOM REALMS...? 


EVERYTHING'S 
CONNECTED, 


Uy ” 
STUPID, LOOK, DON'T 


Wy 
os ai | 


y ene 6 Tl 


GO AND SEE 
FOR LF, 


———_______, 
| AND HE WENT... 
OSE ST RS 


*, LOOK, 1 MAD TO ACCEPT 
T WAS A GIFT / 


AOIUSTING RAPIDLY FO AN 
NPRIIILIAR SITUATION, 
LIVER - EATING JOHNSON 
AND AIS MOUNTAIN MEN 
HAD STAKED OUT THE 
UUNKYARDS AND WERE 
TRAPANGE ATTACK D065. 


AT CRAZY EDDIE, gah i 
CLYDE BARROW SAT AND A 
WATCHED THE END OF THE. 
FILM AE 2 RAID OVER ANP 
OVER AGAIN ON THE VER, 
WONDERING IF HE SHOULD 
7ELé BONNIE. 


1T WAS DEAFENING... 


++: UF THE NOISE (NSIDE 
PUG HEAD WAS WORSE . 


INSIDE MIS. HERG, HE 
‘HEARD THE WORNS, 
THE WHIMPERING THAT 
PERE ADE DEEP 1 
THER SONS. HEHEMO 
THE BEDLAM OF A 
MAGS MIND ABCED 
WITH EXTINCTION. 


KNOWING ALREADY WITHIN 
HUNSELE THAT CONSTANTINE 
HAO BEEN RIGHT, HE LEFT 


ELSEWHERE , BEYOND JHE CENTERS OF 74 SPEKBOKER ARON THE MANHATTAN SALTBOES 
- — - OF SO7O HAD MANAGED FO BRING DOWN A 
YQUING ICTRYOSAURUS ITH HIS WHORPOON, 
BUT THE ALLIGATORS WERE CLOSING /N FAST. 


THE BRUTER/A SIMPLY 
FORESAW IT AND USED ITAS A 


PLANS. 


DON'T YOU LISTEN  ANWYTHIVG 7 
SPRINGBOARD FOR THEIR CWW 


OF COURSE NOT! 
TUS CRISIS HAS BEEN BREWING SINCE 77ME BEGAN, 


TERIA 


BUT THEN IT'S 
JRUS LEVEL THAT THE BRU 


FES 
gg 


A ARE MOVING AST, 


SN, N 


Waa SS 


THEY 'RE A SECRET SOCIETY OF MALE 

WITCHES THAT HAVE EXISTED FOR CEVIURIES “THEIR CENTRAL 

IN THE FORESTS OF AATAEQUVIA, AT THE COMMITTEE LIVES /V 

SOUTHERNMOST TIP OF SQUIN AMERICA. CAE THEYRE CALLED 
ME COUNCIL OF THE 


"VE YOU RE SELECTED 
70 JOIN THE BRAJER/A, 


oF 
THE THRAIGUEN RIVER 
FOR FORTY DAYS AND 


“FUNNY... THAT '$ ALWAXS THE DE/ 
OF JHE INITIATION THAT S77CKS (NV MY 
‘MNO I DUNNO WHY. 


BUT THE WaRsT 
THING IS THE WAY THEY 
MAKE THEIR 
WANS: 


NO. NO; I TELLA 

LIE. THAT'S NOT 

QUITE THE WORST J 
THING... 


npgagyerstavCCEOCEAEe Db 


"IMAGINE 7HEM, EW? 
WALKING /N PROCESSION; 


DARK 


W 
Ri 


“(MN THEIR WAISTCOATS. “ 


RST THING IS... LOOK 
"ARE YOU SURE YOU WANT } 
JO HEAR THIS? IT'S JUST... 


i ; --AND THEN THEY 

: DISJOINT THE ARMS, 
“NO, NO... THAT'S i } A-AND THE 2466S, 
ALL RIGHT. /7'S ‘ AND THE AAVBS, AND, 
OKAY. I CAN i : Sad AND THEN THEY... 
TALK ABOUT /T; / i) 
" SEE, TO MAKE 
AN |INVUNCHE, 
THEY JAKE A 
BABY ABQUT 
SIX MONTHS 
OLD, ANZ...” 


[CONTINUED ONS 2? PAGE FOLLOWING] 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


FREE MARVEL & D.C. LIST 
Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
GRAND BOOK INC. 
659-0 GRAND ST. 
talog To: BROOKLYN. N.Y. 11211 
ODD ITEMS: Genuine Shark Tooth on neckchain, 
$4.00. Genuine Flint Arrowheads. $2.00 each. All 
items postpaid. C&C Sales 
P.O. Box 1152. Allen, Texas 75002 


GENUINE G,1. MILITARY POLICE REGULATION 


WHISTLE - COLOR OLIVE DRAB 
NEW $2.25 EACH - POSTAGE PAID 


D. E. BEERVY SURPLUS 
P.O. BOX 6216, DEPT. DC 


List of Surplus items - 50c CHILLICOTHE, OH10 46601 


Jokes and Gags 
Shock your friends with the greatest in gags 
Send $1.00 for super catalog 
Jodo Deuich 
Box 508 © Glenwood Landing, NY 11547.. 


comic 
BOOKS 


250,000 in stock, complete Marvel & DC 
Groups from i Also T.V. Guides, 


HOWARD D. ROGOFSKY 
P.O. Box 128, Rosedale, ONS., N.¥..11422 


FREE STAMPS 
$3.00 cataldg value when requesting for my 
discount worldwide approvals. Approvals are 
stamps that must be retumed or paid for. STAMP: 
DISCOUNTER Box 33186, Baltimore, MD. 21218 


Thousands of Marvels & DCs 2: 
For catalog send 75¢ to: 7 
CENTORCOMICS x 
122 E. 42 St.eNew York, NY 10168 

A division of Centormedia inc. 
MAGIC SPELLS-35.00 


SONORA, BOX 5015 
SANTA FE, NM 87502 


Write advertiser direct for information. 


A VISITOR 


FROM OUTER 


For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON AVE., N.Y.. N.Y. 10017 


SPACE 


Every 76 years, HALLEY’S COMET visits Earth. 
Witness it through a quality Tasco telescope! 


30 power telescope 
with tripod 
Reg. $20.00 
» ONLY $13.95 & 1.50 UPS! 


MICRO BUGS 


Jit 


MICROCOM TECHNOLOGY 
Dept. L » P.O. Box 347341 
2 Mile Range Cleveland, OH 44134 


MAKE A NEW FRIEND 
Who wouldn't like to make a new 
friend? Now you can have your very 
own pen pal. Act Now! All you need to 
do is send a Dear Pen Pal letter with 
$1.00 & a self addressed stamped 
envelope to The. Mail Order 
Connection, P.O. Box 


cw send you, 
28 send money.” sxe 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


40 power a A 


with tripod Reg $32.00 / 


ONLY $19958 2.00 UPS" 
Includes FREE poster & booklet 


The American School has been ? 
Iping adults FINISH HIGH SCHOOL ? 
T HOME in sparetime, by correspon- 
ore for almost 80 years, DIPLOMA 


tf 


E 
J 
m 
° 


... 800 if we can help you. 
School, Dept. 20210 
East 58th St Chicago, IL 60637 


2 B333 
3 


Oe 
oa NO FINANCE CHARGES =22= 


SUPER ROBOTS! Transforming Robots from 
Japan Illust. Catalog $2.00 to Twilite Inc. P.O. Box 
413B, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11229 


My method gives results that you 
feel and your friends notice. 
canoe where needed. 

“pot belly’. Builds big muscles. 


¢ ATLA! 
P.0. Box D Madison Sq. Sta. 
Wew York, NY 10159 


MISSED AN ISSUE??? 
“ ied have it along with 
send YOURIist and SAS. for 

to: DAVE'S COMICS 


Most comics. the last 2 years 
are still cover price. 


Write aavertiser direct for information. 


For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising R 
355 LEXINGTON AVE., N.Y, N.Y. 10017 


tives, Inc. 


IN THIS CRAZY 
WORLD, WE ALZ 
NEED A FRIEND 
LIKE... 


ORIGINAL eg 
HERO IN DECADES! \ © 


*|nidicates Trademark of DC Comics Inc. Copyright © 1985 


YR A 
ty YZ, ANYWAY, I'M SURE YOU 
GET THE PICTURE. 


THEY'RE BASTARDS, 
EVIL, POISONOUS, 
MURDERING BASTARDS, 
, 
N 


THEY SAW THIS CRISIS 
COMING , AND THEY'VE 
BEEN BUILDING UP TO 


ATMOSPHERE /& L/KE A 
BALLOON RIPE FOR 
BURSTING. 


“BELIEF 4 


f. YOU MUST AéSO UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE 2ARRIVERS YOU'VE SEEN IN THE 
HEART OF ANERICA |G NOT A ARCTION. 
OF THE DARKNESS THAT THE ARLAZEOA 
HOPE To DRAG DOWN UPON Us, 
{ 


"CGIAG THEIR INFU 
THEY Ve RORCED PE 


"IN YOUR 
TRAVELS, YOU'VE 
SEEN SOMETHING 


OF THE BLACKNESS 
WITHIN THIS 
CONTINENT. 


“17'S. IMPORTANT THAT YOts 
UNDERSTAND Alé YOU‘VE 
SEEN, BECAUSE LATER,’ 
TWAT CANBERSTANCING 
Wiel BE VITAL..." 


\ POOR OLD BEN cox 
SOMETHING BACK... I’M 1S CONVINCED IT‘S 
NOT EVEN SURE WHAT 


. BLOODY CTHULHU, 


a IT ISN'T ANYTHING 
Gooe. 


TIN LOVAOW... THINKS 
IT'S SOME SORT OF ENERGY 


FOR GOD'S SAKE PAY ATTENTION! 
THIS IS (MPORTANT. I SAID CARLIER 
THAT EARTH WASN'T THE PLANE THEY 


. — = 
THIS. TIME, THEY'RE 


GOING FOR THE B/G 
a, ONE. 


SEE, AFTER THE CRISS, EVERYTHING 
WILL BE CVS7ABLE AND VULNERABLE 


S FOR A WHILE... VCLUDING THE 
5 SPIRITUAL PLANE. 

] i, 2 OWN THE EARTH. HAVE DONE f 

W tes 


BLOODY HELL, THEY 


ape ee 


Y faguemusa 


THEY PLAN 
TO DESTROY 


dit 


SO ANYWAY, THAT'S WHY WE‘RE 
GOING TO SOUTH AMERICA. WITH 
A BIT OF LUCK, WE CAN STOP THEM 
BEFORE THEY COMPLETE THE 

ENTIRE COWJURING RITUAL. 


iF WOT... WELL) THEN WE'LL 
HAVE TO THINK OF SOMETHING 


CISE ee 


by THERE'S A GROVE IN THE AMAZON 
RAIN FORESTS. 9 SPECIAL GROVE, 
\ THE LOCAL WWOVANKS CALL IT *7HE 
PARLIAMENT OF TREES.” 


EVERYTHING YOU'VE 
EVER WANTED TO AWOW... 
EVERYTHING YOU WEED 

TO KNOW... 1S THERE, 


IT'S IN BRAZIL, NEAR THE SOURCE OF 
THE RIVER 7EFE, DON'T WORRY... GET YOUR 
CONS CIOLISWESS WITHIN A HUNOKED 
AULES AND IT WILL PULL YOU THERE, 

LIKE A MAGNET 


WORTH SEEING, 
T PROWISE you, 


THE BRUJERIA'S CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE GATHER IN A 
CAVE, SOMEWHERE IN THE 
FORESTS BEYOND QUINCAY,... 


_-. BUT BEFORE WE GO 7HERE, 
WE HAVE OWE (MORE STOP 
TO MAKE, A ps FURTHER 


BECAUSE I ALWAYS 
KEEP MY PROMISES. 


I_PROMISED YOU KNOWLEDGE... 
REAL KNOWLEDGE, THAT 
WASN'T A TRICK, Y4KNOW. T 
MEAN, SURE, IT HELPED TO 
KEEP YOU S7K/NGING ALONG... 


+e» BUT IN THE 
END, 1 ALWAYS 


L'VE GOT SOME BUG/NESS TO SETTLE 

BEFORE 1 LEAVE, SO WHY NOT TAKE 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO GO AND SAY A 
PROPER GOOD-BYE TO YOUR AN/ESUS7 


SISTER ANNE ~MARIE HAD BEEN IN LONDON FOR A WEEK, VISITING THE FILTHY 
a ACQUIRED 4 PERMANENT WRINKLE. 


WHEELING AROUND, 


GLARING , SHE COULD 
DETECT NO ONE. 


. Les @ ee ‘ 
SECONOLY, SHE WAS 
BEING FOLLOWED. 


Pre” 
wean RES 


[CONTINUED ON 3$®2 PAGE FOLLOWING. } 


BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR IN 6 Easy Steps Witt 


THE PLAYWRITER SERIES 


Select Your Topic 

Choose from 4 PlayWriter titles: Tales of Me, 
Adventures in Space, Mystery!, Castles & Crea- 
tures, Each tums your computer into a creative 
writing assistant who asks you questions and 
offers suggestions. In 
this way PlayWriter walks 
you step by step through 
5 the entire story writing 
process. 


Read your “first draft” on the screen and then 
use PlayWriter’s edit option to make changes 
and corrections. You can 
make simple changes 
— such as spelling or 
grammatical corrections 
—or even do major revi- 
‘sions. You can revise 
and rewrite any parts of 
the story you'd like. 


* 


Publish your story by printing it out on the 
special paper included, and put the book 
together using the bookjacket, colorful 
stickers, and full page illustrations in- 
cluded in each package. (To make extra books 
refill packs of book materials are available but 
not necessary.) 


ee es ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Send to Woodbury Software 


YOUR CHANCE For FAME AND 
NOTORIETY BEGINS HERE 


Create your own unique tales of intrigue and 
adventure with the guidance of PlayWriter’s 
computer-assisted writing: software. Remem- 
ber, YOU'RE IN THE AUTHOR'S SHOES 
you can use PlayWriter (fF aE 
again and again tol) f"~ 
write hundreds of dif- ga 
ferent stories that will f 
be yours and yours f 
alone. f 


Seer 


Print Your Stories 

Print your stories onto any standard computer 
paper. PlayWriter will automatically organize 
your story like a regular book. It will 
print title and dedication pages, 
set the margins, number 
the pages, leave 
spaces for illus- 
trations, and even 
print out a page all \ =" 
about the author -— 
YOU!. 


ENTER THE GREAT AMERICAN 


Waitina Contest 

Win over $1,000.00 in prizes . . . PLUS pub- 
lication and distribution of your book. . . PLUS 
“new author treatment” including multimedia 


| 127 White Oak-Lane, CN'1001, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 attention . .. PLUS a computer for your school. 

Winners will be selected in 3 age categories: 
| , Adventures in Space (Grades 4 and below); 
| _____ Please send me the official “Great American Writing Contest” Castles & Creatures (Grades 5-6); Mystery! 


tules and entry forms. 

____. Please send me the PlayWriter titles indicated. Enclosed is 
$39.95 plus $2.50 shipping & handling for each title ordered. 
New Jersey residents add 6% sales tax. 


| (Grades 7-12), EVERY ENTRANT WINS A PRIZE. 
| 

| Check Machine Type 

| 

I 


Get Started Now: Send for rules and entry 
forms. For dealer location or Visa/Master- 


C Apple Il Series [© Commodore 64/128 1 IBM PC/PC Jr. Charge orders call: (201) 679-0200. 
Quantity 


Quantity 
. pare Tales of Me ______ Adventures in Space 
—— Mystent —— Cases Creatures Rasen geen eee eeew 
| tame Chilts Grade 
sess Software For Success! 


127 White Oak Lane, CN 1001, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 


Pr vce: Guest Meanwhile, 

In 1965 a 3-year-old boy sat 
fascinated as George Reeves leaped 
out of a window and flew across 
Metropolis to save Noel Neill from 
dangerous thugs. But the boy hada 
question: 

“Mommy, what's on Superman's 
chest?” 

“It’s an ‘s, dear. It sounds like this: 

Ssssss. It stands for Superman.” 

I was hooked. Superman started me 
reading. I read biographies of 
Washington, Jefferson, and Lee. I read 
science books about sharks. I read 
Cousteau, Freeman, and Edgar Rice 
Burroughs. I went through college 
reading Nietzsche and Descartes, 
Camus and Sartre. Now, in my second 
year of law school, I read Prosser and 
Cardozo. In my leisure time I squeeze 
in some Conan Doyle. But never in the 
past 20 years have I ceased reading 
comic books. They continue to thrill 
‘and touch me; they excite me when!I'm 
high and console me when I'm low. 
They are a part of me. 

Asa child I was given a quarter (and 
‘@ penny for tax) by my Dad every 
Thursday when he took my 
grandparents grocery shopping. They 
went to the A&P while I ran to the’. 
drugstore to choose my comic. Regular 
comics were 15 cents then, and I 
wanted togetallI could, sol would buy 
80-page giants and pore over the 
reprints. When DC went to its enlarged 
25-cent format during the 1970s, I was 
in heaven. New stories. and reprints, 
too. What a bargain!! 

When I reached middle and high 
school I started earning my own 
money and I could buy more comics. 
For the first time I discovered Marvel 
comics and for a time they dominated 
my buying habits. 

But times changed and a 17-year-old 
boy thrilled to the sight of Christopher 
Reeve flying all over the world to stop 
the insidious plot of Gene Hackman. 
Hooked again. DC comics reentered 
my life and gradually assumed a 
prominence that eclipsed that which 
they had held before. Now, at age 23, I 
follow breathlessly the adventures of 


ON SALE WEEK 


O Swamp Thing 46: The truth behind 
“American Gothic” revealed in this 
guest-star-laden Crisis tie-in! 


OF DECEMBER 19 


Lis T 


l 
° 


Batman, penned by Doug Moench with 
the same expertise which made his 
Moon Knight brilliant, the Outsiders 
by Mike Barr, truly one of the best 
writers in the industry today, and last 
and greatest: CRISIS, which Marv 
Wolfman is turning into probably the 
most momentous and exciting limited 
series in comics history. My point in 
this paragraph is to express to you my 
unbridled enthusiasm for what DC is 
doing in comics today, but I would like 
to make another point. 

All evidence to the contrary 
notwithstanding, I am not a blind 
follower of any publisher. I like a good 
comic regardless of who has produced 
it. But recent changes in the industry 
have complicated the issues facing 
those of us in fandom. With growth has 
come publication of messages from 
various publishers which allow the 
reader to ascertain the philosophies of 
the individual companies. Once this 
has taken place one can hardly expect 
the reader to ignore attitudes which he 
finds repugnant or overlook those 
which he finds pleasing. Whilel enjoy 
getting a certain amount of “news” 
tromMarvel Age, I find theseli-serving 
hype to be excessive and offensive. The 
whole Secret Wars publication history 
is nauseating. I have yet to meet a 
single comic reader over the'age of 13 
who found the “maxi-series” 
enjoyablé, yet Marvel magazines 
repeatedly beat their readers over the 
head with “critical acclaim.” The talk 
gets bigger and bigger while the 
quality continues to decline. The very 
types of stories against which 
Marvelites rebelled in the 1960s have 
become standard fare from the Marvel 
of the 1980s. 

On the other side of the coin is the 
presently #2 company (insofar as sales 
go), DC. The past 15 or 20 years have 
not lett DC with a great deal of fuel for 
arrogance and I am glad of it. DC 
channels its resources toward quality 
material and open communication 
with its readers. Such an attitude is 
inexpressibly gratifying, particularly 
to. one who has been a follower for 20 
many years. 

DC's greatest character practically 
created this industry and he 
introduced me to it. Through countless 
80-page giants, 100-page super- 
spectaculars, and hard-bound 
anthologies, I feel as if I have been a 


O Batman and the Outsiders 31: 
Merry Christmas, Emily Briggs! You're 
now Looker! 

O Green Lantern 198: A double-sized 
Crisis tie-in as Hal goes through some 
changes! 

O Warlord 103: Shakira’s past 
becomes a question as Morgan facesa 
demon! 

D Blue Devil 22: A bounty hunter is in 
Vegas and he’s looking for Jorj and 
Lehnil! 

O Who's Who 13: L is for Legion— 


part of comics since their inception. 
Further, 1 intend to follow the exploits 

{ Superman and Co. as long as there 
are exploits to be followed. If the 
standard of work done today 
continues, then that shall surely be a 
long time. 

To DC, whom I owe a lifetime of fun, 
warmth, and fellowship, I offer my 
thanks. For thesakes of comicfans and 
characters alike I hope that you will 
never abandon your commitment to 
quality, nor ever lose touch with those 
who made you great: your readers. 

Sincerely, 

Mic McConnell 

1910 Le Suer Rd. 
Richmond, VA 23229 


Thank you for sharing your thoughts 
with us, Mic. I want you to know, 
however, that it wae difficult to make 
the decision to publish your letter 
unedited. My concern was with your 
criticism of Marvel. I hesitated, 
because I feared that too many of our 
readers would come to believe that the 
way toget a letter published istodump 
on our competitors. (Take heed, 
friends, that simply isn't so!) Inthe end, 
I decided to leave the letter whole, 
because | came to believe that to edit it 
would diminish the totality of the 
feelings expressed by the writer. 

It was longer ago than 1965 that I 
began breathlessly following the 
monthly adventures of Superman, 
Batman, and Wonder Woman. The joy 
that reading comic books brought me 
then was the major factor in choosing 
my life's work later, a decision thatI've 
never regretted. Now I find myself in 
the enviable position of being able to 
influence the course that these great 
characters will follow in the years to 
come. As their respective fiftieth 
anniversaries approach, I have madea 
commitment to repay my debts to 
Superman, Batman, and Wonder 
Woman by devoting all my skills and 
energy toward making their stories-in 
the next fifty years as exciting or 
MORE exciting than in the first fifty 
years. 

I think you'll be as excited as 1am by 
what we have in store for our readers 
(and ourselves) in 1986, Mic, and I 
recommend that you don’t stray too far 
... THE BEST IS YET TO COME! 

Stay tuned for more details. 

Thank You and Good Afternoon. 


Dick 


Heroes, Villains, Headquarters, 
Substitutes, and many more! 

O Booster Gold 2: It's Mindancer and 
Blackguard vs. Booster and Skeets! 

O Infinity, Ine. 24:Jonni Thunder joins 
the Star-Spangled Kid in an all-out 
action Crisis tie-in! 

ONew Teen Titans 18:Nightwing and 
Jericho return to Earth, but does that 
spell an end to the team? 

C Crisis on Infinite Earths 12: A 
double-sized finale as the Anti- 
Monitor comes for his final revenge! 


BORROING THE FIRST NORTHBOUND 
TRAIN OlV TRIE NORTHERN LINE, SHE 


VIRS RELIEVER JO FIND HER CARRIABE 


CATHIE 8 SOUND, SHE STOPPED 


DING. SOMETHING HAD GIGGLED. 
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" THE BEAST I SAW WAS LIKEA 
LEOPARD, BUT ITS TEETH WERE LIKE 
BA SEARS, AND 1KS MOM...” 


SOMETHING 1N THE SEAT BEHIND HER... & 


STUMBLED CUT ONTO THE 
PLATFORM, PROPELLED 
BY A TERROR THE URGENCY 
OF WHICH SHE DID NOT 
UNDERSTAND... 
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FROM THE FAR END OF THE PLATFORM, 
SWALLOWING HARD, SHE 


RECALLED THAT (RORMINGTON 
CRESCENT WAS CLOSED OV 


HER TRAIN HAD SICPPED FOR 
POINTS CHANGE... MOT 72 
LET PASSENGERS OFF AT ALL, 


STRANGELY, IT M0... WO, THAT WASN'T QUITE IT. 
WAS WALKING /7S FEET WERE WALKING FORWARDS, 
BACKWARDS... BUT 178 HEAD, /78 HEAD WAS... 


ANO SHE BIT INTO ONE 
COLD WHITE HAND JO 


SS vy a 
TURNING, SHE FLED, A WHEEZING 
BLIND TING THROUGH THE TILED, 
GUBTERRANEAN PASSAGEWAXS. 


3 THE CAGE-LIKE ELEVATORS, 
NATURALLY ENOUGH, WERE NOT 
WORKING, BUT THERE WERE JHE 
EMERGENCY STAIRS, SPYRAL/NG 
UP TOWARDS JHE STREETS ABOVE... 


THE STOURS WERE 
SHALLOW, REQUIRING 
SMALL, TIRING STEPS, 
AND THE STAIRCASE 
[TSELF SEEMED 
ENDLESS, BEHIND AER, 
THE FOOTSTEPS WERE 
OLY A SINGLE TWIST 
OF THE SPIRAL AWAY. 


es, 


A MLUSTERING ALL HER FAITH AND 
COURAGE SHE TURNED, RESOLVINS 
BEHIND HER 
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eo ane can recall the memory of a time when the Central Committee 
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suggested That the sect tnt embryo even before 
tearm ‘central Cminitice Je a encom FOF BEAST. ” “BRUCE 


Dear Alan, — 

“| am woman.” 

“Stand not between me and my 
wrath.” 

The words above are written by you, 
taken from SWAMP THING #40, “The 
Curse.” They are strong words. Words 
that are meant as a warning. Do not 
underestimate me any longer, she is 
saying. You face a formidable enemy. | 
have worn the mask of servitude long 
enough. It is my turn now. 

So what does the lady in question do? 
Kill herself. 

Great answer, Alan. Right up there on 
the game-board of Family Feud. Right up 
there with staying with that wife-beater 
of a husband, or living with a sexual 
pervert who abuses your kids. Geta kiss 
from Richard Dawson and everything 
will be all right. 

Where is the strength in suicide? 
Before | was a writer, | was a nurse. 
During schooling, | did a stint in 
psychiatric nursing. We had a patient 
kill himself. Yes, the repercussions on 
the family were horrible. Blaming them- 
selves, wishing he was still there so 
they could make it up to him. Yes, they 
learned the hard way to grow a little 
wiser. But what did the patient learn? 
Nothing ... except perhaps what it feels 
like in that split-second before death to 
have yourself mashed and torn and 
turned to rubble. 

Yes, he was psychotic. Yes, he was 
depressed. Your story implies that 
menstruation turns women into raving 
maniacs and fallen depressives. Yes, | 
know all about PMS. Unfortunately, like 
everything else, it has become a catch- 
phrase, a net to snare the misunder- 
stood, a loophole for lawyers. 

| Understand what you were trying to 
point out ... that unless we all stop 
having preconceived notions of how we 
are supposed to behave, we are all as 
doomed as the poor woman in the story. 
And on 8 more intimate scale, | also 
understand that you were trying to point 
out to our male audience that women 
don't deserve to be treated in such a 
horrific manner ... that you were strik- 
ing 4 blow, not just for equal rights, but 
for equal understanding. 

But how can there be equal under- 
standing between partners when one of 
them lies dead under the howling 
moon? The dead do not hear, Alan ... 
despite our wishes ... and if they do, they 
are forbidden to answer. 

Anyway, | doubt very much if Roy has 
learned anything from this episode. My 
best guess is that he will mourn for a 


time, but sooner or later the guilt he 
feels over Phoebe’s suicide will turn to 
callous anger ... “Oh, well, she was 
always a bit looney, anyway” ... and 
he'll get on with his life. So there are 
losers all the way around. 

And why does Phoebe kill herself? 
You can: beat around the bush all you 
want, but in the end she killed herself 
because she was born a woman. Great 
message, Alan. Right up there with the 
morning prayer of Orthodox Jews .. 
“Blessed art thou, oh, Lord, our God, 
who maketh me not a woman.” Don't 
misunderstand, I'm not concerned 
about you, or the adult members of our 
audience: But what about the others? 
The ones who will read the story, and 
like Roy, will say, “Yeah, women. Only 
good for one thing.” 

In these days of growing pains for 
human liberation (not just women’s), | 
believe it is important to confirm the 
importance of everyone's ego ... to 


‘encourage the growth of self-actualiza- 


tion, if you will. 

Sometimes | think men are afraid of 
women ... the ancient fears are still 
deep within us all ... and women hold 
the secret of life within their bodies ... at 
least, that is how the ancients thought. 
(They didn’t know about the production 
of sperm, of course ... without which, 
what good are all the ova?) All those 
men knew was that life blossomed 
within women’s bodies. The terror they 
felt; the awe they felt, was transferred 
into the matriarchal religions of pre- 
Christian, pre-Semite, and pre-Hellenic 
days. That’s how far back this mystique 
of womenhood goes. 

But there is no mystique. tt's all just 
part of life, part of nature. Menstruation 
is a sign of health. It is not blood ... not 
blood in the purest sense. It’s made up of 
the endometrial layers of the uterus, 
which are discarded when no child is 
conceived. Without menstruation, there 
is no health. Without health, there is no 
blossoming of new life. 

The curse is not being born a woman, 
Alan. It’s not the menarche, and it’s not 
being born a man. It’s giving up, giving 
in, throwing in the towel, not believing 
in yourself. Sure it’s hard. I've had my 
share of life's bruises. Life stinks, 
sometimes. 

But the answer doesn’t lie in suicide. 

And I'm really afraid that some kid out 
there is going to wake up some morning 
in her eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, or 
fourteenth year and find her bedsheets 
stained red. And she'll believe her life 
will be cursed from then on ... and, like * 
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Phoebe, will never be able to look at the 
moon in innocent wonder again ... until 
it is too late. 

Sincerely, 

Mindy Newell 

Somewhere in the 

Swamplands of New Jersey 

P.S.1'm voting for the story in next year’s 
CBG Awards and Kirby Awards. 


Mr. Moore replies: 


Dear Mindy, 

Perhaps it would be best if | started 
out by saying that on one lavel/ have no 
argument with the majority of what you 
say. It’s a valid reaction to the story, and 
although it certainly wasn’t the reaction 
intended, it’s a fair one. Ifthe story was 
open to misinterpretation, then that's 
my fault rather than yours. 

1 certainly wouldn’t disagree with 
your contention that suicide is a lousy, 
pathetic, and worthless solution to life's 
problems. In the past I've been 
presented with the unfortunate oppor- 
tunity to talk with people close to me 
who for one reason or another have 
decided it would be better to stop living. / 
think | understand a little of what that's 
about, and | don't think it's anything 
good. 

However, the character Phoebe inthe 
story wasn't really intended as a role 
model. She was intended to be sympa- 
thetic, but that isn’t the same thing. | 
don't think you'd disagree that while @ 
truly strong and well-adjusted person of 
either gender would not include suicide 
as a viable option, there exist a great 
number of people in the real world who 
do decide to take that way out and who 
feel that they have a justifiable reason 
for doing so. Suicide happens. | dare say 
it sometimes happens because people 
have a great wealth of accumulated 
anger and no one to spend it on other 
than themselves, as was the case in 
“The Curse.” | don’t think that depict- 
ing the circumstances leading up to 
something like that is the same thing as 
endorsing it. 

Regarding the “! am woman” line in 
light of the above, I'll agree that using it 
was a risky proposition, and obviously in 
your case the line set off a reaction that 
wasn't really intended. As / saw it while 
writing the story, the fact that the line 
issues from a furious and slavering 
werewolf should have been enough to 
tip off the reader that what we were 
dealing with here was simply one aspect 
of woman and her nature rather than 


trying to imply that this howling and ulti- 
mately self-destructive monstrosity was 
in some way the exclusive true face of 
womankind. The choice of using a were- 
wolf to symbolize the frustrated anger 
that some women obviously do feel was 
made as much on the basis of SWAMP 
THING being a horror-oriented title as 
anything else. in other contexts, the “1 
‘am woman” line would have been just 
@s appropriate if used by a Moon 
Goddess, a bag lady, a supermarket 
checkout girl, or even Helen Reddy. If|'d 
wanted to be more meticulous and 
exact, | could have changed the line to 
something like “1 am one aspect of 
woman, albeit not necessarily a positive 
one,” but | didn’t think that scanned so 
well. | certainly didn’t mean the line to 
read “1 am all that woman can aspire 
to,” even though that may well have 
been the hopeless and despairing view- 
point of the woman in the story. 

Admittedly, the story did paint a pretty 
bleak and grim picture of womans lot. 
To understand why this should be so, 
you have to consider that the audience 
'm writing for in SWAMP THING is pre- 
dominantly male. | know a lot of 
women do read the book, and/genuine- 
ly wish there were more, but in the final 
analysis the female readership of this or 
most other comic books is only a fraction 
of the male audience. Thus, for a story 
like “The Curse” to have the maximum 
impact upon the people actually read- 
ing it, | figured that a downbeat and 
pessimistic portrayal was more likely to 
stick in the mind and have repercus- 
sions than a story with a cheerful and 
upbeat resolution that would have 
enabled the reader to feel that all was 
tight’ with the world and that the 
problems would probably sort them- 
selves out, given time. The feeling | 
wanted my hypothetical male reader to 
be left with at the end of the story was a 
sensation that some women have very 
grievous cause for complaint about the 
way they feel forced to live in a predom- 
inantly male-orientated society. More 
than that, | wanted the reader to feel 
that the situation was at least partly his 
responsibility and was perhaps some- 
thing that he should dedicate some 
thought to. H you'll permit me a 
moment's levity, while it would have 
been more positive and uplifting for the 
werewolf to join a consciousness-rais- 
ing group and learn to articulate her 
hostility, | think the ending | used was 
better. . 

Finally, your statement that “The 
Curse” implies that menstruation turns 
women into raving maniacs and fallen 
depressives is something that | really 
have to take issue with. | think it may 
have resulted from misinterpretation of 
the story's title, so perhaps | better 
explain, even though I'd obviously 
rather the story had been good enough 
to explain it for me. Firstly, whenever | 
can, | like my story titles to have-more 
than one layer of meaning and rele- 
vance to the story. With “The Curse,” 
obviously it refers to the standard 
“Curse of the Werewolf” horror story 
title of long standing. it also refers tothe 
standard slang expression for menstru- 


ation, which, as you observe, somehow 
implies that menstruation is a terrible 
and unclean thing that women are 
afflicted with. In context of my story 


‘however, by the end of the book I'd 


hoped that the reader might have seena 
possible third interpretation to its title. | 
wanted to suggest that the real curse 
isn’t menstruation but rather men’s 
attitude to it, and by extension their 
attitude to women as a whole. | wanted 
to. get across, without being heavy 
handed, that it is the way in which men 
see and treat women that can often 
crush and trample women's minds and 
personalities into such tortured and 
self-destructive shapes. Throughout the 
story there were incidental images of 
women from a male point of view: the 
women on the billboards and on the 
posters in the adult bookstore window, 
the mannequins in the bridal boutique, 
and the shuffling and dazed-looking 
women in the supermarket. With these 
images contrasted against the confine- 
ment of the Pennamaquot women, | 
wanted to suggest that the mistreat- 
mem of women either physically or 
psychologically was something that 
went back a long way, something that 
had almost become completely institu- 
tionalized as part of our social outlook. 
That, as | see it, is the curse, along with 
the adjacent Catch-22 that even when 
women can express their anger, they're 
only allowed to do it in male terms, by 
which token they‘ve already lost./ like to 
think that Phoebe showed considerable 
courage inthe story by realizing that kill- 
ing was not what women did and by 
restraining herself from dashing Roy's 
brains out. Her final alternative solution 
wasn't much better, admittedly, but it 
preserved a certain integrity, given the 
emotional state of the character. 
Anyway, -:/'m sorry that that story 
upset you and hope you'll accept that it 
wasn't intended in quite the light that 
you saw it in. | think | should also point 
out in my own defense that we did have 
a predominantly good reaction from 
most of the women read and 
commented on the story, even though | 
haven't shown it to my mother yet.. 
Thanks again for writing and for provid- 
ing a chance to discuss the issue insuch 
8 previously unlikely arena. Remember 
when all people wanted to know was 
whether Arcane was coming back or 
not? 
Best, 
Alan Moore 
Somewhere near an 
American missile base 
in-rural England 
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Dear Sirs, 

SWAMP THING 40 explored a part of 
human society very few people really 
consider. 

As an unconscious feminist (I don’t 
even like to think of myself in terms of 
maleness—i'm not a boy or a man, I'm a 
person),.I've always been curious about 
that exact root-nature of man’s taking 
over of women. Why women are, in 
many ways, man’s inferior in the world 


constructed for our society. 

Questions of strength, questions of 
intelligence, questions of psychology 
aside, man’s superiority stems from 
only one factor which our ancestors 
used to make themselves the master 
while the women remained in the 
shadows. A man can rape a woman. A 
‘woman. cannot rape a man. To maintain 
the race, the woman has to submit to the 
man and allow him to care for her while 
she carries her child. 

{t's not fair, this biological dependen- 
cy, built upon still more by social and 
psychological prisons, the Cinderella 
Complex, the image of the perfect 
‘woman, the a-woman-should-stay- 
home-and-take-care-of-the-kids - no- 
tion. . 

Women have moved ahead in the 
world in the past few. years. They've 
been freed of their homebody status, it’s 
illegal to use them as sex objects 
without their consent. But women sti// 
don't work to their full ability. We see so 
many intelligent, capable women 
shackled by choice to lazy, selfish, 
immature, stupid men and we ask our- 
selves why. Why? It’s easier for them. 

It's easier for a woman to marry a 
man—any man—that she feels she can 
love and allow him to take care of her, 
allow herself to serve him and take care 
of him. Why? Because it’s easier than 
proving her worth to the world, going 
out on her own and possibly failing. 

{f @ man marries for the leisure of 
hiding, not working, he’s not trusted. 
Men are taught to drive, to succeed. 
Women are taught to succeed too, as 
long as they keep their men happy. 

So many shackles. Traps within boxes 
within prisons within cages. Women 
bound to their men, she pulling to the 
light with him holding her back, she fall- 
ing back behind him when she reaches 
its tip. Women bound hand and foot 
competing in the race, the men running 
free, given the option of quitting and 
resting, being carried the rest of the 
way. If they win, they're laughed at as 
oddities. If they lose, they're comforted 
and loved and worshipped as the soul of 
the universe. i 

The Cinderella Complex. Chauvin- 
ism. Stereotyping. Bigotry. The Red 
Lodge. 

That's as good a word as any for it. 

Michael Pickens 

P.O. Box 552 

61 Leonard Avenue 
Centerburg, OH 43011 


That wraps up part two of your com- 
ments on the controversial “The Curse” 
issue. It was a personal favorite of ours, 
and we're glad it triggered so many 
strong reactions: 

Next month, Swampy learns secret 
truths from his ancestors in “The Parlia- 
ment of Trees,” and, yes,1 know’ you 
already know that, ‘cause last month / 
got our plot line order confused and 
missed plugging this month's Crisis 
Crossover issue, so here | am again, 
trying to get it straight! And now that I've 
hopelessly confused everyone, I'm 
going out to lunch, (that is, if I'm not 
already therel). See you around—Karen 
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whistle for one noisy entrance. It’s a dirty job. 
The Orange Blossom Special II. But somebody's got to do it. 
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% VOLTRON FORCE FROM PANOSH PLACE 
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The hottest new place for toys. PANOSH 
*PLACE*/ ALLRIGHTS RESERVED. 
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